REGILDING THE CRESCENT
Austria did not mark a new era in commercial
warfare, since China had already demonstrated
its effectiveness against two powerful adversaries.
Yet, if only because it introduced a new element
into international relations in the Near East, it
is worth passing notice.
It was in October 1908 that the Emperor
Francis Joseph announced his intention of
annexing Bosnia and Herzegovina. Austria had
administered both provinces since 1880, Ottoman
suzerainty surviving only in such nominal rights
as the mention of the Padishah's name in the
kkoutbie, or prayer, and the official celebration
of the anniversaries of his birthday and accession
to the throne. As compensation for this flagrant
breach of the Treaty of Berlin, Austria spon-
taneously evacuated the sanjak of Novi Bazar,
which she had occupied under the same treaty.
This compensation was, however, wholly inade-
quate, and was in fact no more than a long-
sought pretext for withdrawing a costly army of
occupation from a small district scarcely worth
protecting.
Turkey, as was to be expected, protested
indignantly against this act of aggression, timed
at a moment when she had accomplished an
admirable revolution, and when also she was
peculiarly unready to mobilise her army. An
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